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Previously undesignated, the Korucam Peninsular 

is now known to host significant numbers of endemic 

breeding birds such as the Cyprus warbler and Cy-

prus wheatear.    

   During the autumn of 2009 and 2010 IBA project 

volunteers stationed at the Koruçam point lighthouse 

recorded many hundreds of cattle egrets and glossy 

ibis passing and using the coastline as resting point 

during their migration south to Africa where most 

will spend the winter. These are some of the species 

which will qualify the site as an IBA.    
  

 

Mesaria Plain area of mostly arable agricul-

tural land with wetland habitats which was 

previously overlooked as an IBA. The site 

holds good numbers of calandra larks, stone 

curlew, black francolin and harriers, any of 

which could qualify it as an IBA. 

Famagusta Wetlands support wintering 
and migrating birds and breeding popula-
tions of cattle egrets, glossy ibis and spur-
winged plover. 

The Eastern extent of the Karpaz Peninsular and 

the small islands which lie off it’s tip were also desig-

nated as IBAs in 2004. The islands support important 

breeding numbers of Audouin’s gull, whose global 

breeding is restricted to only a small number of sites 

in the Mediterranean. The IBA project has shown that 

Karpaz also supports important numbers of roller, 

black francolin, black-headed bunting 

and both of the endemic birds, as well 

as many raptors 

such as red-footed 

falcons and harriers 

during spring migra-

tion.   

Already identified IBA  
at EU level in 2004. To be  
re-evaluated at international 
level during current study.  

 

Area of study. All or part of  
these areas may be identified as 
IBAs of international importance in 
2012. 

 

    

The Beşparmak Mountain range was designated in 

2004 as an IBA for the presence of breeding popula-

tions of bonelli’s eagle, peregrine falcon, nightjar, roller, 

Cyprus warbler and Cyprus wheatear. These esti-

mates were based only on limited information. Data 

now in hand from the current IBA project will be 

used to substantiate the numbers of these and other 

birds using this habitat, such as bee eat-

ers and kestrels.  
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New IBAs for Cyprus  

The Important Bird Areas programme of 

BirdLife International aims to identify, monitor 

and protect a global network of IBAs for the 

conservation of the world's birds and other 

biodiversity.  

 

The selection of  IBAs has been a particularly 

effective way of identifying conservation priori-

ties. IBAs are key sites for conservation – small 

enough to be conserved in their entirety and 

often already part of a protected-area network. 

They do one (or more) of three things: 

 

 Hold significant numbers of one or more 

globally threatened species 

 Are one of a set of sites that together hold 

a suite of restricted-range species or biome

-restricted species 

 Have exceptionally large numbers of migra-

tory or congregatory species 

 

Since IBAs are identified, monitored and pro-

tected by national and local organisations and 

individuals, working on the ground, the IBA Pro-

gramme can be a powerful way to build national 

institutional capacity and to set an effective 

conservation agenda.  

A site is recognised as an IBA only if it meets cer-

tain criteria, based on the occurrence of key bird 

species that are vulnerable to global extinction or 

whose populations are otherwise irreplaceable.   

 

An IBA must be amenable to conservation action 

and management. The IBA criteria are internation-

ally agreed, standardised, quantitative and scientifi-

cally defensible. Ideally, each IBA should be large 

enough to support self-sustaining populations of as 

many as possible of the key bird species for which it 

was identified or, in the case of migrants, fulfil their 

requirements for the duration of their presence. By 

definition, an IBA is an internationally agreed prior-

ity for conservation action. 

What is an IBA? 

The North Cyprus Society for the Protection 

of Birds and Nature (KUŞKOR) is a CSO 

whose purpose is to work towards the pro-

tection and conservation the natural environ-

ment of Cyprus. Since its founding KUŞKOR 
has promoted an interest in nature among 

Turkish Cypriots through education and 

awareness raising activities. We hold regular 

guided bird watching trips, visit schools and 

communities promoting environmental 

awareness and are actively engaged in envi-

ronmental research in Cyprus. 

Because IBAs are recognised world-wide, they at-

tract interest from birdwatchers, conservationists 

and planners. They become travel destinations and 

targets for eco-tourism projects and scientific study. 

Governments and donor agencies recognise the 

value of IBAs, so these sites attract financial incen-

tives or direct funding for sympathetic development 

and management.    

How are IBAs Chosen? KUŞKOR  

Community Benefit 


